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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T H E Author of the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe thought it right, 
as he had printed what he delivered 
on a Faſt Day, which he unTaiNx- 
INGLY celebrated, to print alſo what 
he faid in vindication of his nor 
preaching, when again called forth 


on a ſimilar occaſion. In addition 


to this, he is of opinion, that no 
opportunity ought to be neglected, 
of impreſſing on the minds of chriſ- 
tians, a ſenſe of the ſole surREMAcY 
OF GoD IN ALL. MATTERS OF RELI- 
GIN. When chriſtians ſhall come 
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to act up to this doctrine, ſtrictly, 
and in all its extent, the proof of 
revelation will be put to the teſt 


r 
* 


of experiment. If any man, faid 
0 Jzsvs, will do the will of God, he 
: ſhall know concerning the doctrine, 
"Pp whether it be from God, or whether 
| IF I ſpeak from myſelf. 
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A DISCOURSE, 
Sc. &c. 


2D TIMOTHY, iii. 5. 


Having a form of godlineſs, but denying the power 
thereof. From ſuch turn away. 


WHENEVER any long-eſtabliſhed 
cuſtom is broken through, it is either from 
an affectation of novelty or ſingularity, from 
a conviction of its uſeleſsneſs, or its being 
prejudicial in its nature or conſequences. 


| It is certain, that becauſe a cuſtom 1s 

new or ſingular, it does not neceſſarily fol- 
low that it muſt be advantageous and laud- 
able—and it is equally certain, that anti- 
quity does not always impart righteouſneſs 
and ſanctity. An action is not neceſſarily 
good, becauſe you cannot diſcover any period 
in all time in which ſome one or other has 
not practiſed it. 


KY > As 
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As for ſingularity, that we all know 
may ariſe from vanity and folly, as well as 
from principles of benevolence and rectitude. 


if a cuſtom be, neither good nor bad, 


neither productive of perceptible advantage, 


nor of perceptible diſadvantage, it cannot 
be of any conſequence, in the eye of rational 
and underſtanding men, whether it be ob- 
ſerved or not obſerved by their fellow-crea- 
tures. Though, at the ſame time, as it 1s 
unwiſe and unreaſonable to waſte that time 
and ſtrength in actions perfectly indifferent, 


which may be employed in effecting valu- : 


able and beneficent purpoſes, wiſe men will 
generally be found to diſcontinue a cuſtom 
that is become perfectly trifling and nuga- 


tory, and ſupported by nothing but the an- 
tiquity of its original. For if we perſonify 


cuſtom, we may apply to 1t what is moſt 
truly ſaid of an aged man—the hoary head 
is a crown of glory, when it 1s found't in the 
way of * | 


But when any cuſtom prevails, which 
is contrary to the preſent and future wel- 
fare of mankind, when it oppoſes the ſpread 
of knowledge, when it confirms noxious 

preju- 


( 


1 


prejudices, when it foſters crime, when it 
breaks down thoſe fences which the ſanc- 
tions of religion and of morality have fixed 
around us, to prevent man from deſtroying 
his fellow-creatures, and pulling down mi- 
ſery and deſtruction upon his own. head; 

when it contradicts the vdice of nature and 
the voice of God, which call men to ac- 
tions of ſubſtantial piety, juſtice, and merey 
— then, though centuries of error have 
whitened its head, and all time contributed 
to render the ſuperſtition venerable, let not 
thine eye pity, let not thy hand -ſpare— 
drag forth the hoary traitor from his ob- 
ſcurity, and offer him up, a bloodleſs ſacri- 
fice, on the altar of benevolence. 


Thoſe who wiſh to continue any cuſ- 
tom, muſt cheriſh that wiſh, becauſe they 
think the cuſtom beneficial. And in order 
to prove this, let us divide mankind into 
three orders—the wicked, the weak and ig- 
norant, and the wiſe and benevolent. 


And, firſt, A wicked man muſt wiſh the 
continuance of a cuſtom, if he with any 


thing about it, becauſe he conceives it to 
be beneficial. 
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As for ſingularity, that we all know 


may ariſe from vanity and folly, as well as 
from principles of benevolence and reCtitude. 


If a cuſtom be. neither good nor bad, 


neither productive of perceptible advantage, 


nor of perceptible diſadvantage, it cannot 
be of any conſequence, in the eye of rational 
and underſtanding men, whether it be ob- 
ſerved or not obſerved by their fellow-crea- 
tures. Though, at the ſame time, as it 1s 
unwiſe and unreaſonable to waſte that time 
and ſtrength in actions perfectly indifferent, 
which may be employed in effecting valu- 
able and beneficent purpoſes, wiſe men will 
generally be found to diſcontinue a cuſtom 
that is become perfectly trifling and nuga- 
tory, and ſupported by nothing but the an- 
tiquity of its original. For if we perſonify 
cuſtom, we may apply to it what is moſt 
truly ſaid of an aged man—the hoary head 
is a crown of glory, when it is found 't in the 
way of * | 


But when any cuſtom prevails, which 
is contrary to the preſent and future wel- 
fare of mankind, when it oppoſes the ſpread 
of knowledge, when it confirms noxious 


preju- 
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prejudices, when it foſters crime, when it 
breaks down thoſe fences which the ſanc- 
tions of religion and of morality have fixed 
around us, to prevent man from deſtroying 
his fellow-creatures, and pulling down mi- 
ſery and deſtruction upon his own. head; 

when it contradicts the voice of nature and 
the voice of God, which call men to ac- 
tions of ſubſtantial piety, juſtice, and merey 
— then, though centuries of error have 
whitened its head, and all time contributed 
to render the ſuperſtition venerable, let not 
thine eye pity, let not thy hand - ſpare— 
drag forth the hoary traitor from his ob- 
ſcurity, and offer him up, a bloodleſs ſacri- 
fice, on the altar of benevolence. - - 


Thoſe who wiſh to continue any cuſ- 
tom, muſt cheriſh that wiſh, becauſe they 
think the cuſtom beneficial. And in order 
to prove this, let us divide mankind into 
three orders—the wicked, the weak and ig- 
norant, and the wiſe and benevolent. 


And, firſt, A wicked man muſt wiſh the 
continuance of a cuſtom, if he wiſh any 


thing about it, becauſe he conceives it to 
be beneficial. 


924 A wickds 


ES] 
A wicked man is one, who, regardlefs 
of God, and of his fellow-creatures, does 
any thing to promote his own ſuppoſed 


intereſt. A wicked man will cheat another 


of his property, will overreach him in 
ſtriking a bargain, will ſacrifice the hap- 
pineſs of a fellow-creature, the credit, nay, 
the life, for the ſake of promoting, what 
he may call, his own intereſt ; and by ſuch 
ſelfiſhneſs and cruelty, he does obtain many 


ſuppoſed advantages, 


If: then, any long-eſtabliſhed cuſtom, - 
appear to a wicked man to promote his 
intereſt, it is, in his opinion, beneficial; 


and he will, ene give it his ſanc- 


tion. 


As to ignorant people, their judgments 
are as much under the dominion of ha- 
bit as their actions are, and that which 
they have been accuſtomed to conſider a. 
beneficial, they will ſtill continue to con- 
ſider as being ſo. 


I have claſſed .weak people with mY 
rant peopk, becauſe weak people go with 
the multitude ;—they look at what other 


people 


90 


people 8 conſider what other peo- 
ple do- having no judgment of their own, 
they are obliged to go a borrowing ;— 
they adopt the old proverb, what every 
body ſays muſt be true; and becauſe a 
great many people ſay, or affirm that a 
cuſtom is beneficial, they, therefore, think 
they muſt adopt the prevailing opinion, 
if they be good, becauſe they think it 
for the welfare of all; if they be wicked, 
hecauſe they think it ſafe to be on the 
ſtrongeſt ſide. This claſs of people then, 
with a long-eſtabliſhed cuſtom may continue 
to be obſerved, becauſe they think it bene- 
nas. .- | 


The third claſs I mentioned, is that 
of the wiſe and good. I need not fay, 
that if theſe with the continuance of any 
cuſtom, it muſt be becauſe they think it 
wholeſome and beneficial—not to them- 
ſelves in particular, but to the great body 
of mankind. If a cuſtom be perfectly in- 
different, the minds of the wiſe and good, 
will, with reſpect to ſuch a cuſtom, re- 
main perfectly neuter. That is to fay, 
though they will not conſume their own 
time and frength in obſerving it, they 

| will 
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will not condemn the conduct of their 
weaker, or more ignorant brethren, who 
may be of a different opinion. But, if 
any cuſtom be detrimental to mankind, 
if it tend to ſtop the ſpread and progreſs 
of thoſe beſt of bleſſings, truth, knowledge, 
and virtue, or be found to interfere with 
any of the mearis of improving the preſent, 
or future condition of the human race— 
he will not only ceaſe to comply with ſuch 
a cuſtom himſelf, but will ſtrip it of that 
garb of antiquity, which maſks its defor- 
mity, and will perſuade, if poſſible, all 
men to ceaſe for ever from obſerving it. 


In theſe general obſervations upon the 
conduct of mankind, with regard to long- 
eſtabliſhed cuſtoms, I conceive myſelf to 
be ſupported by fact and experience. And 


it appears to me, that thoſe chriſtians who 


ceaſed to obſerve a cuſtom which has been 
inconſiſtently obſerved in former times, may 


be abundantly vindicated in their conduct. 


It ſeems difficult to conceive of any 
diſciple of Jeſus of Nazareth, - who has 
attained to any underſtanding of his Maſ- 
ter's doctrine, who muſt not ſtrongly be- 
| | lieve 


n 
lieve, that every man, without exception, 
ſhould be left at perfect liberty to chuſe 
a religion for himſelf— and perfectly free 
to ſpeak his ſentiments—as free to ſpeak 
as to entertain them. 


* 


I do not, on this occaſion, wiſh to 
give offence to any. The aim of my pro- 
feſſion is to improve; our motto is, we 
perſuade men — and he who withes to per- 
ſuade, will not unneceſſarily offend. 


However excellent the inſtitution and 
diſcipline of the chuch as by law eſtabliſh- 
ed, may appear to many, there have been, 
and ſtill are many exemplary and under- 
ſtanding men, who have thought it their 
duty, either never to join it, or to with- 
draw themſelves from its communion. 
The principal reaſon they have urged, as 
impelling them to this conduct, has been 
becauſe the church, as by law eſtabliſned, 
is antichriſtian. There is a power exiſting 
in it, which not only is not the power of 
Chriſt, whoſe kingdom was not of this 
world, but a power which oppoſes itſelf to 
the commands of God and of Chriſt,, which 

decrees 


a 
decrees articles and canons, not only not 


contained in the ſcripture, but in direct 


contradiction to its expreſs commands. 


Numbers of wiſe and good men, and 
ſincere believers in the truth of chriſti- 
anity, have, and do ſtill continue in the 
communion. of the church, as by law eſta- 
bliſhed. And they, not having diſcovered 
that the authority therein exerciſed, is un- 
ſcriptural and antichriſtian, but thinking it 
both ſcriptural and chriſtian, are not to be 
cenſured for complying with its mandates, 


Not fo with thoſe who think it anti- 
chriſtian, which is the caſe with all diſ- 
ſenters, at leaſt, with all of them who un- 
derſtand their own principles. 


It has been the cuſtom, ever ſince the 
oldeft man in this place can remember, and 
long before, for the diſſenters to obſerve 


thoſe days of faſting, which from time to 


time have been appointed by the King of 
Great Britain. — And I do not mean to im- 


peach either the wiſdom or the virtue of 


our anceſtors, when I ſay, that the conduct 


of 


8 | 
of thoſe who have ceaſed to obſerve this 


cuſtom, appears to me to admit of a fair 
and full vindication. 


The King of Great Britain, as head of 
the church by law eſtabliſhed, has autho- 
_ rity over the members of that church, and 
may command them to faſt or feaſt, as ſhall 
ſeem to him good. 


 -Not ſo in the church of Chriſt. There, 
no authority is acknowledged, in matters of 
religion, but the authority of God, and 
under God of him whom God hath made 
head over all things to his church. When 
any religious matter is diſputed, or com- 
manded, the ſtatute book of. the chriſtian is 
the ſcripture of the New Covenant—and 
he has a right to ſay, the chief magiſtrate 
of my country I will honor, ſupport, and 
obey, in all things that are lawful and juſti- 
 fiable—but in the great ſight of God Al- 
mighty, the ſceptred monarch is no better 
than the lowlieſt peaſant—Jeſus Chriſt is 


the only law-giver, and head of the true 
church. | 


In all queſtions, therefore, of a religious 
nature, I will be determined by his laws, 
and by his only, If I a& the part of a 


time- 


_ > 


— ——— 


—_— . — © 
— — — — 


22 


— 
—  — —— > 
K 


2 
, 1 ao 4 R _ 
SES -— NY DA ei. DIC 4 eee IG AG IL iS r ᷣ Ul e AGO ONCE OG os. CEC Cree A 
- * — - - — — . - _— — — - * -_ 


Ge WE a —_— r — — — _ — Ward. 
- - 
% 


{ 144 3 


time-ſerver, or a hypocrite, it. will be of little 


avail for me to plead before heaven's tribu- - 
nal, that I became fo, becauſe the King of 

Great Britain commanded me. He alſo, high 

and reſpectable as is his preſent ſituation, he 
alſo, at the laſt great day of final retribu- 
tion, muſt ſtand before the tremendous bar 
of God, and receive, in common with his 
pooreſt ſubjects, according to the deeds 
done in the body, whether they have been 
good, or whether they have been evil. It 


is by the law of God, as declared by his 


apoſtle Jeſus Chriſt, that I am to be finally 
judged—it is to that law, therefore, that I 
muſt now appeal. I ſaid, every chriſtian 


has a right to ſay this, I will ſay more, it is 
his bounden and indiſpenſible duty to ſay 


it—he is guilty of a criminal omiſſion, 
if, when properly called on, he — ſo to 
iay, and ſo to act. 


I will ſuppoſe him that a man ſo prin- 
cipled, is commanded to faſt and pray on a 
particular day, for a particular purpoſe. 
Let us ſuppoſe that he ſuſpects the propri- 
ety and authority of the command — he 
wiſhes to determine whether it be or be not 
his duty to comply. How will he argue: 
5 Why 


es $9, 

Why he will ſay, this is a queſtion of a re- 
lgious nature. Who or what is it that com- 
mands me hy a proclamation of the chief 
magiſtrate of theſe realms. Who gave him 
authority to make ſuch a proclamation ? 
Not God. All power of this nature, he 
gave into the hands of his Son jeſus Chriſt. 
Did Jeſus Chriſt then give it him? Surely 
not. For if Jeſus Chriſt did ſo, it would 
be impoſſible to reconcile his conduct with 
his words. He hath ſaid, Matt. xxiii. 8—1 1. 
< But be not ye called Rabbi; for one is 
your maſter, even Chriſt; and all ye are 
| brethren, And call no man your father 
upon the earth; for one is your father 
which is in heaven. Neither be ye called 
maſters, for one 1s your maſter even Chriſt. 

But he that is greateſt among you, ſhall be 
your ſervant,” If this be true, the magiſ- 
trate cannot have received authority from 
Jeſus Chriſt—and conſidered a chriſtian, 
he has no more right to command me in 
any thing religious, than I * to com- 
mand him. 


But let us take it in another point of 
view—let us conſider the proclamation of 
the chief magiſtrate of this chriftian coun- 


try, 


6 16 ) 
try, only as a requeſt to the church of 
Chriſt, to faſt on a particular day for a par- 
ticular purpoſe. Is it in the power of a 
chriſtian, acting * to his * to ”_ 


_ tify him? 


Does Jeſus Chriſt, the als king 6d £ 
| head of his church—Does he enjoin up- 
on his diſciples, to faſt publicly, on a ſet 


day, appointed by a proclamation, edict, 


or requeſt, of the civil government? 


If any man can ſhew me that Chriſt 
hath thus commanded, I will give up the ar- 
gument, I will confeſs I have nothing more 
to ſay. 


Indeed I am perſuaded of "7 impoſſibi- 
lity of producing any ſuch precept, from 


any part of the chriſtian ſcriptures. But 


if there be truth in the goſpels of heaven, 
this I can prove, that Chriſt has poſitively, 


and expreſſly forbidden us to faſt in the 
manner which ſeems neceſſary to be ob- 


ſerved, when we faſt in obedience to a 
proclamation from the civil power, — 
Matt. vi. 16. 18. © Moreover, when ye faſt, 
be not as the hypocrites, of a ſad counte- 


minder for they disfigure their faces, that 
they 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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they may appear unto men to faſt. Verily _ 
J fay unto you, they have their reward. 
But thou, when thou faſteſt, anoint thine 
head, and waſh thy face, 'THAT THOU Ar- 
PPAR NOT UNTO MEN TO FAST; but unto. 
thy Father which is in ſecret; and thy 
Father, which ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward 


thee openly.” | 
I indeed the proclamation, inſtead of an 
authoritative edict from a power unrecog- 
nized in the kingdom of Chriſt, and 
therefore clearly inadmiſſible, Were a. re- 
queſt from one ſubject of him whom God. hath 
made both Lord and Chriſt, to the reſt of 
his fellow- ſubjects, his brethren in Chriſt, 
the words, © that thou appear not unto men 
to faſt,” ſeem ſufficient to vindicate any, and 
all chriſtians in ſaying, we will indulge you 
in any thing that is lawful, but this requeſt 
we are prohibited. from granting by the 
one, and only maſter, we acknowledge in re- 
bgious matters. l 


But, for the ſake of argument, 1 will 
not inſiſt upon this—I will wave it, though 


it affords a full vindication of their con- 


duct, who at any time may refuſe to com- 
ply with an edit, commanding. chriſtians to 
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faſt ſo as to be ſeen of men—Nay, 1 will 
wave my former argument; I will not en- 
force as a proof irreſiſtible, and irrefragable, 
what I ſaid reſpecting the ſole authority of 
Jeſus in the church of God, though that 
certainly expels thence every other autho- 
rity—And I will make one other enquiry, 
and on the reſult of that, will I reſt my 
vindication in the preſent inſtance, 


We were commanded by a proclamation ; 


we have been ſeveral times commanded, ex- 


horted, or requeſted, I care not which term 
is uſed, to faſt on a particular day, in a 
public and general manner, for a particu- 
lar purpoſe — What is that purpoſe ?—I 
would obtain a juſt, true, and complete an- 


ſwer to that enquiry ; and on the nature 


of that anſwer, compared with the: nature 
of God, of man, and of chriſtianity—I will 
conſent that' my argument ſhall ſtand or 
fall. 


Is it becauſe deſtruction hangs frowning 


over our heads, ready to fall upon and 


overwhelm us, is that the only reaſon aſſign- 


ed for exhorting us to cry mightily unto God? 


Does the proclamation ſay to the - nobles 
and 


19) 


and ſenators of the land, to the magiſtrates 
and army, to the rich and to the poor, /ef 
every one turn from his evil way, and from 
the violence that is in their hands? And is 
this its ſole requiſition ? And does it give 
this exhortation in no other hope, than that 
it may be, God will turn away from his feret 
anger, that we periſh not ? 


Is the faſt proclaimed for the ſole pur- 
poſe of looſing the bands of wickedneſs ? of 
undoing the heavy burdens, and of letting the 
oppreſſed go free ?—Muſerable, enſlaved, tor- 
mented Africans! ye will bear a damning 
teſtimony againſt Great Britain, that her ſo- 
lemn faſts were not proclaimed for the pur- 
poſe of breaking every yoke / 


But does the proclamation ſay, © We 
proclaim a faſt, that it may be in our power 
to deal our bread to the hungry ? that we 
may bring the poor that are caſt out to our 
houſes ? that we may ſearch out the naked, 


and cover him? and exerciſe all the chari- 
ties to thoſe who are compoſed of the ſame 


materials with ourſelves ? 


If this be the language of the procla- 


mation, I have been ſo unfortunate to over- 
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look it. And let the crowds of naked, ſhi- 
vering wretches—let the complaining half 
ſtarved poor in the Britiſh dominions—let 
them ſay, whether this hath been the pur- 
poſe anſwered by our days of public faſting 
and humiliation before Almighty God. 


There is one circumſtance to be remark- 
ed, we have never been called upon, at leaſt 
in my recollection, to faſt in time of peace. 
When it was proved that the nation had 
long ſuffered a traffic to be carried on, at 
the mention of which ſuch horrid aſ- 
. ſociations aſſail the mind, as make the 
blood run chill, and the fleſh creep—Did 
we then proclaim a faſt? When it was 
proved that a reform in our repreſentation 
was neceſſary to the continuance of the 
boaſted liberty of Britons Did we at that 
time proclaim a faſt ? No, it is only in time 
of war that ſuch proclamations are iſſued. 


What then appears to be the principal 
purpoſe of faſting, from the ſeaſon, and 
even the expreſs language of ſuch proclama- 
tions hy to beg of God that ſucceſs may 
attend the Britiſh arms by ſea and land. 


In 
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In order to determine, whether a chriſ- l 
tian may or may not be vindicated. in re- 1 
fuſing to comply with a proclamation or 
edict of ſuch a purport, it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to conſider the nature of war in ge- 
neral, and of that war in particular for the 
ſucceſs of which he is ſo commanded to faſt 
and pray. 


What is the nature of war in general. 
When an artiſt of genius and ſkill has 
brought to perfection a complex, elaborate, 

machine — what would you ſay of that man 
who ſhould wantonly, or malevolently, 
throw it to the pos and daſh it to 
pieces? | $110 


What would you Fs of that man, who, 
entering into a repoſitory of paintings, 
ſhould tear, and deface, the works of the 
ableſt maſters, the portraits of excellent and 
valuable; men ? 


| What would you ſay of him, who could 
without remorſe, demoliſh the almoſt breath- 
_ ing ſtatues of Bacon, or Roubilliac ? Would 
0 you call him ignorant? Would you call him 
ſavage? Would you ſay he was fooliſh, or 
an 1deot, or a raving madman ? 
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What then would you ſay of one who 


could wantonly, without any impulſe of ne- 


ceſſity, for the ſake of a bauble, a toy, or a 
few guineas, or a few acres of land - what 
would you ſay of him, ſhould he plunge 
the murdering ſteel into a MAN's, into a 
BROTHER's BOSOM ? 


What terms of abomination would you 
think too ſtrong to be applied to ſuch a 
wretch ? 


| Conſider what a piece of work is a 
man——how noble in reaſon ! how infinite in 
faculties ! in form and moving, how expreſs 
and admirable! in action, how like an 
angel! in apprehenſion, how like a God! 
the beauty of the world! the paragon of 
animals!“ What is it then to deſtroy A 
piece of the moſt ingenious and uſeful me- 
chaniſm ?—what to deface the moſt admir= 
able, and moſt finiſhed painting, of the moſt 
celebrated maſter ?—what, to pulverize the 
moſt. exact and beautiful piece of ſtatuary ? 
_ ſay, what is the crime in either of theſe 


actions, r with the crime ic of deſtroy- 
ing A MAN Fu 


A man 
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A man is repreſented by our great dra - 
matic poet, as reproving his companion for 
having killed a e n, n 
replies, 


« Alas] my lord, 1 have but kill' 4 9 


In return to lich it is a | 


& But how, if that fly had a father and a Ty 
Ho would he hang his ſlender gilded wings 
And buz, lamenting doings in the air? 
Poor harmleſs fly 
That with his pretty buzzing melody | 
Came here to make us merry, and thou haſt kill'd him,” 


92 9 
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With what infinitely greater juſtice 
might we ſimilarly remark, with reſpe& to 
a man. If the man, ſo violently and un- 
timely flain, had a father and a mother, if 
he had a wife and children, if he had friends 
and relatives who loved him, were comforted 
and aſſiſted by him—why, what a gap in 
nature does the murder of one man, of one 
ſingle man, occaſion how many pangs and 


tears, what a hoſt of ſorrows, does the mur. 


Is there, in the eſtimation of ſociety, a 
character more deteſted, than that of a 


murderer ? 


— — 
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murderer ? and does not God till ſpeak 
in- the conſcience of the bloody wretch, as 
he did to the firſt-born Cain? The voice 
of thy brother's blood crieth to me from 
the ground ; and now art thou curſed from 
the earth, which hath opened her mouth 
to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand 
—When thou tilleſt the ground, it ſhall 
not, henceforth, yield unto thee her ſtrength. 
A fugitive and a W ſnalt thou be 
in the earth.“ 


"Bur win is Wart Why it is ane whole 


nation riſing up to lay waſte another whole 
nation it combines all the genius, and 


ſkill; that power and money can produce 
to enable one hoſt of well-armed men, to 
deſtroy another hoſt of well-armed men— 


not in anger - not in a ſudden quarrel—not 
becauſe one of theſe men ever ſaw the other 
before, and conceived a hatred of him, or 
a deſire for his property l- but, in cool 
blood, to do all they can to deſtroy one 
another and when a few more are killed 


on one ſide than on the other, or prove 
more ſkilful, or powerful, in the work of 


blood, it is called a victory! 


. 
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Then, in the language of a poet, who 


hath lately engaged the muſes in the cauſe 
of compaſſion and of peace—then— 


« Sing Io Pzan, Io Pan ſing: 
Thouſands of pulſes, high with health that leap'd, 
Whoſe ſprightly ſpring, to times oppreſſion left, 
Or to diſeaſes weight, had play'd perhaps 
A length of years — by ſpeedier fates laid ſtill 
Ne'er to go on again, or ſtir, — have ſtopp'd.— 
On yon bleſt ſun, all as a bridegroom gay, 


| Whom to behold it is a pleaſant thing 


For every eye; who gives the painted globe 
This pomp of colour, and this beauteous bloom: 


A multitude (th extatic tidings tell) 


A multitude of eyes, at which the heart 
Look'd laughing out upon the day—are clos'd !|— 
On his delicious light (tranſporting thought) 
They never more ſhall look ! — Illume, illume 
The glowing ftreet ! nor let one window rob 
The general rapture of a ray it owes ! 


Religion joins the joy; of thoſe fair works, 
Which He whoſe wond'rous wiſdom all things made, 
Made in his image, or defacement foul, 

Or fatal rent (more lights, more lights emit) 
A myriad has received. This is the event, 
The fair event to poliſh'd boſoms dear 

For this the cannon's thunder thumps the ear ; 


For this their merry peal the ſteeples pour; 


For this dim night her raven hue reſigns, 
And in this galaxy of taper's prank'd 
Mimics meridian day ! hence the high joy 
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That calls the city's ſwarms from out their cells, 
Laughs in each eye, and dances in each heart! *”? 


Merciful Deity ! thou God of love = 
is this a ſubject of thankſgiving to thee ?— 
Was it to thee, thou God that delighteſt 
not in the death of the „inner, who art the 
JUDGE and DELIVERER of the oppreſt, was 


it to thee that Ruſſia offered thankſgiving 


for having enſlaved the Poles, and perpetrat- 
ed the maſſacre of Warſaw ? | 


Bleſſed Jeſus ! can any follower and diſ- 
ciple of thine, fly ſo directly in the face of 


thy example, as to faft in order to obtain 


ſucceſs for ſo wide. waſting a calamity as 
war? 


The ſerious and underſtanding chriſtian 


will not only conſider the nature of war in 


general; he will alſo think it an incumbent 
duty to conſider the nature of each particu- 
lar war, which at any time he ſhall be thus 
called upon to ſanction, by ſo ſolemn and 
public an act, as that of publicly faſting and 


praying, in the temple and ſeriouſly recog- 
nized preſence of Almighty God. 


See FAWCETT's Art of War. 
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Let us then fuppoſe, that a chriſtian is 
commanded to faſt and pray, to obtain the 
bleſſing of God upon a war—he will ſay, 
The God and Father of our Lord jeſus 
Chriſt, who ſo loved the world that he ſent 
his well- beloved ſon, that whoſoever believ- 
eth on him might not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting life—he is not Moloch, he is not 
Mars—he is the father of mankind, and we 
are the children of his love, That one part 
of his family ſhould fight with and devour 
another, cannot be in itſelf a conduct which 
he will ſanction. Let me then enquire, be- 
fore I enter his holy and merciful preſence, 
whether this war be uf and neceſſary? 
Whether it was inevitable it its commence- 
ment ? and whether every poſlible ſtep has 
been taken to. ſtop the horrid calamity in 
its progreſs ? | 
_ And let us ſuppoſe that, upon making 
theſe enquiries, a chriſtian diſcovers that a 
proclamation commands him to faſt and to 
ptay, for the purpoſe of obtaining the bleſ—- 
ſing of God upon a war which he, in his 
conſcience, thinks neither juſt, nor neceſ- 


lary f 


Is 
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Is it poſſible for him with his We. 
his underſtanding, and all his faculties about 
him, and the golpel 1 in his hand; 1s it poſ- 

ſible for him to join in ſuch a faſt ? If it be, 

I give up my argument—What I— to call 
upon God to ſucceed one hoſt of men in 
deſtroying another, that not only did not 
offend, but wiſhed to be their friends and 
allies! It is not in the power of my imagi- 
nation to conceive of ſuch a chriſtian. 


Jeſus Chriſt is the example of chriſtians. 
He laid down his life, not to deſtroy his 
brethren, but that his foes might be ſaved. 
And we ought alſo to lay down our lives in 
like manner, when called _ 


It is not my part to judge others. 1 
publicly celebrated one faſt, by preaching on 
the day appointed for that purpoſe and I 
have, upon conviction, confeſſed, and do 
confeſs, that as a chriſtian I did wrong. I 
have, upon conviction, refuſed to attend to 
the late public faſt. 'And I think myſelf 
vindicated in that conduct, by the conſidera- 
tion of God being the only fountain of all 
authority—and that in his church he has 


delegated authority to none but Jeſus Chriſt 
— that 
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— that Jeſus Chriſt hath expreſſly forbidden 


faſting, ſo as to appear unto men to faſt— 
that, if he had not, it is contrary to the whole 
tenor of his goſpel to pray for the ſucceſs 
of war, unleſs it can be proved to a demon- 
ſtration that ſuch a war is t and neceſſary. 


I wiſh to ſtand well in the opinion of 
my fellow-creatures. I want not to judge, 
I want not to condemn any man—God for- 
bid that every man ſhould not be at liberty 
to act according to the perſuaſion of his own 
mind, in every religious affair. This liberty, 
which I wiſh every man to enjoy, I vindicate 
to myſelf, And I pray God I may always 
ſtand faſt in that liberty, wherewith Chriſt 
hath made me free: and that I may, on all 
occaſions, and in every circumſtance, whe- 
ther proſperous or. adverſe, chuſe to obey 
the God of love, and not the hatred, or un- 


reaſonable clamours of weak and deluded 
mortals, 


What I remarked at the beginning of 
this diſcourſe, concerning the propriety and 
impropriety of continuing, or of breaking 
through . cuſtoms, that have obtained the 


ſanction of long uſe and antiquity, ſeems 


applicable 


1 
[ 
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applicable to the cuſtom of faſting at the 


command of the civil power, which has ob- 
tained among chriſtians who acknowledge 
no authority in the church of God, but 
that of God himſelf, and of his appointed 


Mediator between God and man, in any. 
matter of religion, however light and tri- | 
fling that matter may, in itſelf appear to 


men ignorant of all religion. At leaft, 
every chriſtian, who has ceaſed to obſerve 


this cuſtom, appears perfectly juſtifiable, on 


every principle, not only of religion, but 
of humanity. 


Finally, every man who was convinced 


that the preſent war is neither juſt nor ne- 


ceſſary, would ſurely, in celebrating the late 
faſt, according to the intention and lan- 
guage of the proclamation, have obſerved 


a formof godlineſs, while he denied the power 


of it. From ſuch, ſaith the apoſtle, turn 
away, | | 
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APPENDIX. 


M principal intention, in delivering the 
preceding Diſcourſe, was to demonſtrate to a re- 
ſpectable congregation, that in declining to go 
through any religious ſervice on the faſt day, I 
was actuated by reaſon, and not by caprice. For 
that purpoſe, what is ſaid in the diſcourſe will pro- 
bably be deemed ſufficient. I will, . however, em- 
ploy this Appendix in making a few additional 
remarks, neceſſary perhaps to make clear the 
ideas contained in a compoſition for the purpoſe 
of being ſpoken, to thoſe who did not hear it, 
ſhould any ſuch have the curioſity to peruſe it. 


It appears to me that in the firſt inſtance, re- 
ligion is a matter entirely between God and a 
man's own conſcience. No other weapon but ar- 
gument 1s to be uſed for the converſion of a man 
to any religious faith whatever. But when any 
one is thoroughly ſatisfied, not, only that there 
is a God, but that he has declared to man in what 
manner he is to be known, worſhipped, and obey- 
ed, he will think it reaſonable that his mind and 


will ſo declared ſhould be in the ſtricteſt manner 
adhered to. 


Me underſtand by a chriſtian, a man who is 
' fatisfied of the truth of the ſcriptures of the new 


covenant 
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covenant, at leaſt ſo far as to believe that Jeſus is 


the Meſſiah of God, appointed by his heavenly fa- 
ther head over all things to the church, 


Now this is the principle for which I contend, 
Aa the preſent inſtance I could gain my point, 


as I think I have ſhewn in my diſcourſe, on 


other grounds. Without contending that Chriſt 
is the only king and lawgiver in the true church of 
God, I might vindicate all who abſtained from a 
public celebration of the faſt, upon the ground of 
God's attributes, the benevolence of our Saviour's 
character and precepts, or the principles of ns 
juſtice, humanity, and liberty. 


But when I recollect the conſequences which. 
have reſulted from the adulterous union of church 
and ſtate, of the paſſing power and policy of earthly 
governments, with the purity and heavenly wiſdom 
of the everlaſting goſpel, it appears to me that 
chriſtians cannot be over- ſcrupulous in admitting 


any civil power, on any occaſion, to interfere in the 


leaſt article or ceremony of religion. 


This principle is grand, and general, and bind- 
ing upon all chriſtians. From habit, or education, 


or method of thinking, there will doubtleſs be dif- 


ferent opinions reſpecting the violation of this prin- 


ciple. I will condemn no one for differing with 
me, but I contend that every one who believes 


that an edict or requeſt from the civil power would, 


if e to, violate this principle, is juſtified in 


diſ- 
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diſregarding it. For this, I imagine, 1 need not 
contend with any chriſtian who has formed a tho- 
rough acquaintance with his religion. 


Previous to an examination of facts, we 
ſhould be inclined to believe that every member of 
the church by law eſtabliſhed, who ſhould be fully 
convinced that none but the appointed Meſſiah, 
hath power to alter or decree any thing in his 
church, would be led by unavoidable conſequence 
not only to a non-compliance with the injunctions 
of a civil magiſtrate to faſt and pray, in order to 
promote his political projects, but would come 
forth and be ſeparate from a church, which, as 
ſuch, acknowledges temporal juriſdiction, and the 
authority of the civil magiſtrate in matters purely 


religious. This, however, is contradicted by facts 
without number. 


This may prevent our ſurpriſe at obſerving how 
conſtantly and how generally the proteſtant diſ- 
ſenters have fallen into the practice of obſerving the 
ceremony of public faſting and prayer, whenever 
the ſupreme earthly head of the church of Eng- 


land hath iſſued his proclamation to his ſpiritual 
ſubjects. 


It does not appear that diſſenters are included 
in the requiſition. If they were, ſuch a requiſition 
would be contrary to the Act of Teleration, and 
therefore, in a legal ſenſe, not binding till the re- 
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peal of that act. If their faſting was in obedience 
to the civil magiſtrate, it has, I believe, often hap- 
pened to be ſuch an obedience, as was more re- 
bellious than perfect inattention to the edict would 
have been. The proclamation commands the ſuc- 
ceſs of the war to be the principal end of our de- 
votions—has this part of the command been obey- 
ed ? In this, I believe, diſſenters have held the form, 
but denied the power of the King's edict. 


Might we not, when we are about it, carry this 
principle a little further, and ſee whether it would 
not bear us out in ſigning the thirty-nine articles? 


It may appear to ſome, too flight an inſtance 
to attract much attention. It may be ſaid, the 
action is too trivial to be ſtuff o' the conſcience, 
But granting this, ought the lightneſs of the in- 
ſtance to annihilate the importance of the principle? 


If any power of this world have a right to 
make the leaſt alteration in the doctrine of Chriſt, 
to command any action to be performed which 
he has forbidden, or to be refrained from which 
he has commanded; however trivial the action, 
however ſeldom the power may be exerciſed—that 
power has a right to command, control, and alter 
the religioa of Chriſt always, and in. every other 
reſpect, and may be expected, in time, to arrive at 
that pitch of deſpotiſm. Hold faſt the good con- 
feſſion which Chriſt made before Pilate, ſaith Paul: 

What 


E 
What was that confeſſion ?f—My KINGDOM 15s NOT 
OF THIS WORLD. 


« ben ye faſt be not as the hypocrites.” Had 
Jeſus lived in this age and country, would he not 
have ſaid, by parity of reaſon When ye faſt, be 
not as the ignorant, who are chriſtians they know 
not why, and care not wherefore—Be not as the 
ſuperſtitious, who faſt ſo as to miſrepreſent and 
degrade the character of God, by making him 
into a Mars, or Moloch—Be not as the politicians 
are, who faſt (or rather proclaim faſts) to further 
the worldly, and perhaps wicked ſchemes of am- 
bitious and corrupt governments—Be not as the 
covetous, and worldly minded, who appear unto 
men to faſt, leſt by offending, they ſhould loſe, or 
money, or reſpect, or power—But adopt ſuch a 
time and manner of faſting, as will beſt anſwer the 
end of improving your character for virtue and 
piety, and of extending your knowledge as a diſ- 
ciple of Chriſt—faſt in private and let not men 
know that you faſt, 


The good ends to be anſwered by faſting, ſeem 
to be theſe—To teach us to ſympathize with the 
needy, by ſubjecting ourſelves to thoſe ſenſations 
which are experienced by thoſe in abſolute want of 
the neceſſaries of life to enable us to ſpare ſome- 
thing for their relief—to give the underſtanding, 
and other faculties, an opportunity of exerting 
themſelves free from the ſtupor attendant upon 

C2 fulneſs 
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fulneſs of meat to enable us to continue for 
a longer time in ſtudy, meditation, or devotional 
exerciſes—or, to reſtore us to temperance and ſo- 
briety. Thoſe who believe that faſting will an- 
ſwer theſe purpoſes, are certainly at liberty to 
practiſe it, provided they do it without oſtenta- 
tion. * 


To ſome it will probably appear, that conſtant 
moderation, with reſpe& to corporeal gratificati 
ons, 1s better than total abſtinence at particular ſea- 
ſons. The precepts of our Saviour not making 
it a poſitive duty to faſt, but being only prohibi- 
tive of religious oſtentation in thoſe who practiſe 
it, ſuch perſons are juſtifiable if they never faſt. 


At any rate, it becomes every chriſtian, before 
he engages in ſo public and ſolemn a duty as the 


| proclamation requires of him, to conſider well who 


it is that commands him to faſt, and for what pur- 
pole. 


It is to be remembered, that if we be unjuſt 
in the leaſt, we may be unjuſt in the greateſt ar- 
ticle of religion; and there is one enquiry which 
would bring this diſcuſſion to a ſhort iſſue Is 
faſting, and its accuſtomed concomitants, and that 
in the temple and ſolemnly recognized preſence of 
the God and father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, amid 
the aſſembly of our fellow-chriſtians, is this a re- 
ligious, or is it a civil duty ? When this queſtion 
is reſolved, let it be ſaid, whatever be the anſwer, 
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RENDBER UN TO CASAR THE THINGS THAT ARE 


Czsar's, AND UNTO GoD THE THINGS THAT ARE 
God's. 


I ſubjoin two or three facts, which, in conſider- 
ing this ſubject, ſeem to deſerve the reader's at- 
tention. 


At the reformation broke forth the dawning 
of a day, which hath ever ſince been increaſing in 
brightneſs ; it is pleaſant to watch the ſhadows of 
night gradually withdrawing, the clouds and miſts 
melting away, and the objects of viſion becoming 


more diſtinct, as well as the proſpect more ex- 
tenſive. 


Toleration is but the twilight of religious li- 
berty. Its glorious ſun roſe with full orb in Ame- 
rica, it hath fince viſited France with the luſtre 
of day, and lo, a reſplendent beam hath juſt pe- 
netrated the fogs of Batavia ! | 


March the ſeventh, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ninety fix, at the fifth ſitting of the na- 


tional aſſembly of the United Provinces, = 
veld deſired to be heard, —. 


—#* When we take into our conſideration (he 
ſaid) the importance of the duties which the peo- 
ple of the Low Countries have entruſted to us, 
and upon which depends the ſafety of the country 

—when 
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hen we fix our attention upon the thick clouds 
that obſcure our horizon, we muſt acknowledge, 
that it is almoſt neceſſary to have more than hu- 
man wiſdom to reply to the principal object of 


the people. TRE ONLY REFUGE OF MAN is IN 
Gop. Our forefathers have afforded us the ex- 


ample, and invoked the divine Ty upon all 
their actions, 


& It is true that religion has no relation to politics, 
This ſyſtem appears now to be generally received; 
and beſides, experience has informed us how often po- 
litics have made a bad uſe of religion. Yet, politics 
without rehgion would be inſufficient ; and no one 
making uſe of common ſenſe can deny it; for no 
ſociety is either firm or ſolid that is not ſupported 
by good ſenſe. Keligion regulates good ſenſe and 
morals: without religion, we become immoral ; 
and, beſides, how clearly may we perceive the aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Supreme Being in all the events of 
this ſalutary Revolution. I propoſe, then, to this 
aſſembly, to invite and exbort the nation, that in 
all the churches of the different communions, and 
at a fixed hour, they implore the bleſſing of the 
Moſt High «pon this aſſembly, and the important 
objects upon which we are employed for the intereſt 
of the people. I Do NOT DESIRE THIS TO BE DOVE 


IN THE WAY OF ORDINANCE; We cannot force the 


people to pray to God: we can only exbort them to 
do it at a proger ſeaſon. 


« Thus 
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t Thus I do not wiſh to preſcribe the manner 

in which it ought to be done. Nor do I imagine 

that the Supreme Being would not grant to the 

prayer of one, what he would grant to the prayers 

of many, But this proceeding will make an im- 

preſſion upon the nation, and filence calumny, 

which ſays, we are imbrued with irreligious prin- 
ciples.* ” 


- , 
4 
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Mr. Wilberforce's motion, for the abolition of 
the Slave Trade, was negatived in the Houſe of 
Commons of Great Britain, Thurſday, February 
26, 1795, being the firſt vote of the Houſe after 
the day of public faſting and humiliation. 


On this occaſion, a * 1 conducted paper 
adopted the — language 


„We have had a melancholy taſk of Aiſplay- 
ing to our readers the ſanguinary horrors of a Ro- 
beſpierre, and the ſtill more ſanguinary horrors of 


ſands being ſacrificed by revolutionary tribunals in 
France—We have read of thirty thouſand Turks 
maſſacred at Iſmael, and of nearly an equal num- | 
ber of Poles, at Praga and Warſaw. But we muſt q 
now ſtand aghaſt at ſuperior atrocity in Britain! : 
After demonſtrative evidence, that from twenty +» \ 

| 
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to thirty thouſand Africans are annually murdered 


* From the Courier of the 26th of March. 
in 
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in the Slave Trade; after contemplating for even 
years a ſeries of unparalelled cruelties inflicted on 


our unoffending fellow- creatures; AFTER PROMIS- 
ING THAT THE TRAFFIC SHOULD BE ABOLISHED AT 


THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE ENSUING YEAR—the 
Houſe of Commons have blaſted the hopes of 
every friend to juſtice, humanity, and religion, by 
declaring that THE TRADE SHALL BE CONTINUED®,” 


The ſlave and the tyrant are the ſame charac- 
ter in different circumſtances. We ſanctioned the 
uſurpations of our merchants upon the coaſts of 
Africa—we decreed bondage, we ratified cruelty, 
we rivetted the fetters faſt about. the neck of her 


ſons—there we exerted a vigor beyond the law of 


that God, who is the judge of the oppreſſor, and 
the avenger of the oppreſt—how eaſy was the tran- 


ſition from this, to the exertion of a vigor beyond 


the law of England! How juſt the puniſhment, 
how exact the retribution, that thoſe who ſacri- 
ficed on the altar of tyranny the liberties of other 
nations, ſhould on the ſame altar be conſtrained to 
facrifice their own! | 


On Friday, November the ſixth, 1795, Lord 
Grenville, in the Houſe of Lords, introduced a 
Bill, entitled, © An act for the ſafety and preſerva- 
tion of his Majeſty's perſon and government againſt 
treaſonable and ſeditious practices and attempts.” 


Cambridge Intelligencer, March the 7th. 


And 
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And on Tueſday, November the tenth, 1795; 

in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, Mr. Pitt mov- 
ed, © That leave be given to bring in a bill for the 


more effectually preventing ſeditious meetings and 
aſſemblies.” all | 


We well remember with what rapidity and by 
what majorities theſe bills were carried—and with 
the recollection of France, Poland, and Africa, the 


reader will eſtabliſh in his mind a conviction of the 


truth of what an almoſt inſpired poet hath ſaid, 


in theſe caſes 
We ſtill have judgment here; that we but teach 
Bloody inſtructions, which, being taught, return 
To plague the inventor : this even- handed Juſtice 
Commends the ingredients of our poiſon'd chalice 
To our own lips. | 


March the ninth, 1796, in obedience to a 
proclamation from the throne, a public. faſt was 
celebrated, in the preſence of Almighty God, in 
order that we might ſubdue the powers againſt 
whom we are engaged, and that victory might at- 
tend our arms by land and ſea. 


In the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, Tueſday 
March the fifteenth, 1796, the abolition of the 
Slave Trade was again moved. General Tarleton 
moved, as an amendment, that the further conſi- 


deration of the report of the committee upon the 
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bill for the abolition of the Slave Trade be poſt- 
poned to that day four months. Mr. Dent ſe- 
conded the motion. 1 


The Houſe divided on General Tarleton's 
amendment—Ayes 74, Noes 70. Majority 4, 
AGAINST THE ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE ®, 


Such was again the conduct of the Britiſh Par- 
liament, in leſs than a week after a day of public 
faſting, prayer, and humiliation before Almighty 
God! Does not every believer in revelation hear 
the voice of him who inhabits-eternity, and who is 
always the fame, till aſking, Is Tris Tur rast 
WHICH I HAVE CHOSEN ? By what logic can the cor- 
reſpondence of ſuch a ſolemn deliberate action for 
ſuch purpoſes, with the principles of that religion 
which inculcates peace on earth and * to 
men, be ſatisfactorily proved? 


Is it not conceivable that it might, have a much 


better effect upon a chriſtian prince, and through 
him a much more beneficial influence upon his ſub- 
jects, if acknowledging Chriſt to be his king by 
obeying his precepts, ſuch a perſonage were to faſt 
and pray in ſecret, and without appearing to men 10 
faſt, than it has ever had to proclaim a public faſh ? 


for are there not ſome flight grounds for ſuſpicion 


® See Watchman, No. IV. P· 125, 126. 
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that kings or courts, unable, or unwilling to faſt and 
pray themſelves, ſhift the drudgery from their own 
ſhoulders, upon thoſe of their ſubjects, by the artifice 
of a proclamation ? 


FP 


I conclude with recommending theſe things to 
the conſideration of my readers. I have read the 
reaſonings of reſpectable men in juſtification of 
their obſervance of the edits for days of public 
faſting, iſſued by the civil power. They are doubt- 
leſs ſuch as ſatisfy their own minds, but they have 
not ſatisfied mine. It ſtill appears to me to be a 
practice which-gives countenance to wrong notions 
of the nature and attributes of God, the character 
of Chriſt, and the principles of his holy and merci- 
ful religion. At the ſame time that no ſtain of 
infamy attaches upon our forefathers, or cotempo- 
raries, on account of the human frailty of erring, 


yet none are to adopt their opinions or practices 


without examination. If much have been done, 
much {till remains to do. And if only a ſpider's 


. web deprive the underſtanding of one ray of truth, 


or diſcolour it in its tranſmiſſion, he who endea- 


yours to remove it is not to be called frivolous 
or officious, 


FINIS. : 
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